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What do we mean by 'art'? As a category of objects, the concept belongs to a Western cultural tradition,
originally European and now increasingly global, but how useful is it for understanding other traditions? To
understand art as a universal human value, we need to look at how the concept was constructed in order to
reconstruct it through an understanding of the wider world.

Western art values have a pervasive influence upon non-Western cultures and upon Western attitudes to
them. This innovative yet accessible new text explores the ways theories of art developed as Western
knowledge of the world expanded through exploration and trade, conquest, colonisation and research into
other cultures, present and past. It considers the issues arising from the historical relationships which brought
diverse artistic traditions together under the influence of Western art values, looking at how art has been used
by colonisers and colonised in the causes of collecting and commerce, cultural hegemony and autonomous
identities.

World Art questions conventional Western assumptions from an anthropological perspective which allows
comparison between cultures. It treats art as a property of artefacts rather than a category of objects,
reclaiming the idea of 'world art' from the 'art world'.

This book is essential reading for all students on anthropology of art courses as well as students of museum
studies and art history, based on a wide range of case studies and supported by learning features such as
annotated further reading and chapter opening summaries.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

Here thing why this kind of World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts are different and trustworthy
to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with
World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own
eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy
to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of World Art: An Introduction to the Art
in Artefacts in e-book can be your substitute.

Michael Vu:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time
to be examine. World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by you who have those short time problems.

Floretta Simmons:

This World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts is fresh way for you who has attention to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this World Art: An Introduction to the
Art in Artefacts can be the light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life and knowledge.

Ronald Stauffer:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book
World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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